Missions

Meeting our partners:
The Sioux YMCA Initiative

Did you know that for
twelve weeks every
summer the Sioux
YMCA in Dupree, South
Dakota offers a day
camp for the children
living in four
communities on the
Cheyenne River Sioux
Reservation? Did you
also know that WE are a
part of this wonderful
camp experience?

Only $ 275.00 from our
Missions budget permits a child to attend camp each
summer where leadership skills and confidence are
developed through the use of canoes, fishing poles,
arts and crafts, and swimming lessons. This program
allows children to grow in a safe and positive
environment where they can fulfill their spiritual,
mental, and physical potential.

A small gesture, it may seem to you and me, but to a
child living on the reservation in South Dakota it is
life changing.

We, on the Missions Board, meet monthly to study
and discuss our many partners and their needs. We
have had a long standing relationship with the Sioux
YMCA Initiative and we hope to continue to help
these children as they continue their journeys.

“The Y has kept me out of a lot of trouble. I like the
stuff the do with kids because | came here as a kid.
Every year you meet new people and there are always
more opportunities and you make the friends that you
could keep in touch with all year,” said a child from
the camp program.

For more information visit: http://www.siouxymca.org

From September to June, the youth look for as many ways
possible to raise as much money as possible for their June
mission trips. Youth for Hire is one of those fundraising
possibilities. If you’ve got a job to do around the house
(shoveling or raking, spring yard clean-up, changing out
storm windows with screens, cleaning out a garage or
basement, moving wood, etc) consider hiring a few of our
youth. It’s a win-win proposition — you get a chore done
and the youth can make much needed money for their
mission trip. Contact Kadji Anderson
(kanderll@travelers.com or 860-836-2721) for more info
or to schedule a group to work at your house.
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Youth in Mission

Homeless Awareness Sleep-out — 9 a.m. Sat. Feb.4 —
Noon, Sun. Feb. 5 - South Church teens will spend 24
hours outside the church to raise awareness of the
plight of the homeless. They will be collecting used
winter coats/jackets, non-perishable food items and,
the always welcome, cash! In past years, $4,000-
$5,000 has been collected. Half is donated to a charity
organization and the other % is used to support
mission trip funding. The teens would LOVE to see
you stop by Feb. 4™ or 5" with donations of winter
coats, canned goods and/or cash!! If a teen wants to
sign up there’s still some space on selected shifts.
Contact Lynne David at Idavid905@gmail.com.

Middle School Pancake Breakfast — Sunday, March
4 -7:30 a.m. —12:30 p.m. - Come enjoy breakfast
before or after (or both!) both church services. Enjoy
a stack of homemade pancakes served by the youth of
the church with all proceeds going to support mission
trip funding.

Badminton/Volleyball Tournament — Date to be
Determined - This is the first ever Badminton/
Volleyball Tournament and was chosen by the youth
as their spring fundraiser. Mitch Curry is the youth
leader and Donald Colebrook is the YBDE youth
shepherd. We’re looking for some additional parent
support for this exciting new event. Rev. Liz Miller
will schedule an organizational meeting in February.

Arm2Arm — Late spring, with multiple dates
available. Arm2Arm is our final service project
opportunity before the trips.

Calling All Youth — Remember — youth have to do 2
Service and 2 Fundraiser projects (2+2) to participate
in the mission trip. There are still opportunities but
time is getting short. Here are a few upcoming
possibilities:

Youth for Hire (Fundraiser)

Coffee Hour (Service) — 9:30 a.m. to noon on the
third Sunday of the month

Arm2Arm (Service) - Dates TBD
Badminton/Volleyball Tourney (Fundraiser) — Date
TBD

GOOD LUCK TO EVERYONE ON MID-TERM
EXAMS!

UPCOMING DATES:
2/1 -NO WEDNESDAY SCHOOL
2/4-2/5: Homeless Awareness
Sleep-out
2/12 - Youth BDE meeting 11:30
tol p.m.
2/12 - HSYM Meeting 7-8 p.m.
(note change from Feb. 5)
2/22 — NO WEDNESDAY SCHOOL
3/4 — Middle School Pancake
Breakfast

Silver Lake Summer Camp: Registration is Open

Do you have a child from 4™-12" grade who likes swimming, music, high ropes, crafts, friends, and/or the
outdoors? Send them to Silver Lake this summer! Silver

Lake is YOUR conference center, and it is an exciting, God-
filled, church camp that several of our South Church youth
return to year after year. Registration has begun for week
long opportunities with unique themes like “40 Hours in the
Wilderness,” “Does God Have A Big Toe?,” "God's

Girls,” “I Learned It All In Volleyball,” "Muggles and
Wizards," and “Diary of A Wimpy Camp Kid.” Find out
more information or register at www.silverlakect.org.
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Stewardship

Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you (Matthew 7:7) ..........

Well...1 was not asking to be on a new committee
and | certainly wasn’t seeking something to do when |
received the call from Nominating asking if I would
serve 2 years on Stewardship. Two thoughts crossed
my mind:

- That’s the committee that asks people for
money (no thank you!).

- They picked me because they know we have
never turned in a pledge card. (How embarrassing!)

I began thinking of excuses why it wouldn’t work...
we have four busy boys and | work, the dog needs a
walk, and last but not least...this is totally out of my
comfort zone. (That one I actually did use!) The
next thing | knew, | was reluctantly agreeing.

The first meeting came quickly. The primary focus
of that meeting centered on how to reach the church’s
non-pledging population. Someone wondered just
who these people are. (Gulp! - guilty I thought to
myself but not willing to disclose my secret to the
group yet.) | found out | was part of that large group
of non-pledgers the Finance committee “faithfully
depends on” to contribute an approximate amount
each year to support the budget. (However, without
the pledge commitment, there are no guarantees).

Ask ..

KNOCK:

I have now started my second year on Stewardship
and am proud to say we did turn in a pledge card on
Stewardship Sunday. It’s an awesome feeling to
know we are helping support our church with its
many commitments, financial and spiritual.

Being on this committee has been a blessing. It has
opened my eyes to the importance of pledging so the
church can plan ahead. If you have never pledged,
please consider doing so beginning in 2012.

God has given me challenges to face but has always
been faithful to me. | have knocked at the door.
Won’t you do the same?

Middle School
YM Pancake
Breakfast -
March 4th
Save the Date!
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Parish Nurses

While | wrote this article for the Connector back in February [)arlSh
-

2002, 10 years ago, it still holds true for February 2012,

“The month of February may be notorious for major snow storms,
it is also known as American Heart Month. As February 14" is
also a heart day of a different sort, I would like to suggest you
combine Valentine’s Day and Heart Month by giving your
sweetheart a bouquet of broccoli, then going for a walk and think
Spring.”

Studies have shown that blood pressure tends to increase with age and an increase in your blood pressure at
any age increases your chances of developing cardiovascular disease. Is your blood pressure the same today as
it was 10 years ago? Come and check :

THIRD SUNDAY BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS:

Sunday, February 19th in the Social Hall following both services.

The Parish Nurse Ministry wishes you a Very Happy and Healthy New Year
Ginny Tyler, RN Parish Nurse Coordinator

Grandma’s Attic

G20
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Calling all golfers.

il You are invited to be part of the South
il Church 2012 Golf Outing Planning

1| Committee. ) _
_ The location has changed but we still have

| Our next meeting is on Sunday, booster seats, car seats, high chairs, bed rails,
gl February 26 at 11:45 a.m. toys and other grandmotherly necessities

Please email Bob Henderson available for you to borrow.

| (Rob444@cox.net) if you are

i| interested Easter is coming up so call and reserve what

you need now!

Call Jill Grieveson 860-633-3166




Church Groups

Book Group

The Book Group will meet on Monday, February
27 to discuss These Is My Words: the Diary of
Sarah Agnes Prine 1881-1901 by Nancy E. Turner.
Based on the real-life exploits of the author’s great-
grandmother, this fictionalized diary vividly details
one woman’s struggles with life and love in frontier
Arizona at the end of the last century.

Books will be held on reserve for the group at the
Welles Turner Library. Anyone is welcome to
attend. For more information call 860-633-0158.

Men’s Breakfast

Calling all men!

Want something different for breakfast?
"Men's Breakfast " meets each
Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m.

at the Mustard Seed Restaurant on
Hebron Avenue. Come and see what it is
all about.

Women'’s Fellowship
Bridge Groups

On Thursday, February 9th at 12:30, the hostess for
bridge will be Carol Kirsheman, with Vera
Rittenhouse serving as support hostess. Judy
English will be the hostess on Wednesday, February
22nd at 12:30, with Lois Harwick acting as support
hostess. Sign up in the hallway outside the church
office if you wish to join us for an afternoon; we are
always happy to welcome new players.

Questions? Call Carol Kirsheman at
860-633-0505.

Ay
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Now is the time to reserve a space for the 2012
OUTDOOR WINTER EXPERIENCE TRIP to
Jackson, NH staying at the beautiful Eagle
Mountain House.

The dates for the trip are: Tuesday, February 28th
through March 1st, departing Friday, March 2nd.

The package rate is $268 per person double
occupancy ($536 per couple ) and $374 per person
single occupancy. The package includes three
breakfasts and two dinners at the Eagle Mountain
House, a Jackson cross country ski ticket and two
Great Glen cross country ski tickets. There are
many facilities for other winter activities nearby
including down-hill, snow-shoeing and hiking.

Please get your response in now to reserve a space
on the list. Call Don or Arny Znamierowski ( phone
860 633 0842 ) or e-mail dznam@sbcaglobal.net
with any questions or to reserve a space.
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To access the Church Calendar on Google, copy this link into the address bar in your browser:
http:/tinyurl.com/southchurch?2

March Newsletter Deadline is Sunday, February 19 . E-mail articles to Jill Grieveson at jigricom@aol.com with a
copy to the Church Office at southchurch@southchurch2.org.
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